Is a point mutation in the mitochondrial ND2 gene associated with Alzheimer's disease.
A specific mitochondrial DNA mutation at position 5460 in the ND2 gene of the human mitochondrial genome was recently reported to exist in 10 of 19 patients with Alzheimer's disease, implying an association between this mtDNA mutation and the occurrence of the disease. We have analyzed tissues from 15 patients with Alzheimer's disease for the presence of the ND2 mutation, and have not been able to confirm these findings. We believe that this mutation is not specifically associated with Alzheimer's disease, but rather, is a neutral polymorphism present in the population.